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1.  Why choose the NCVPS OCS Blended Learning program?

The use of the NCVPS OCS Blended Learning program is an optional one that each district has available.  This program allows the “best of both worlds;” the best of the live interaction of the face-to-face (f2f) teacher is combined with the opportunities for these digital learners to engage with the content and be able to learn material in a variety of modalities.  The NCVPS partner teacher is able to take the learning that is happening with the classroom teacher and the OCS students and further differentiate that learning on a daily basis.   This program allows students to work at their own pace and receive a high level of individualized instruction from two NC certified teachers. It is truly a win-win situation for the students.
2.  When will NCVPS OCS Blended Learning courses be open to all districts?
The NCVPS OCS Blended Learning Courses for the Spring 2012 semester will open on November 14, 2011 in the NCVPS registration system.  More information is located on the NCVPS OCS Blended Learning main page:  http://www.ncvps.org/index.php/courses/ocs-blended/
 Any NC public school may register for the OCS Blended Learning courses.  Schools need to follow the directions given on this webpage concerning the registration process.  OCS Blended Algebra I, OCS Blended English I, OCS Blended English II, OCS Blended Applied Science, OCS Blended Biology, and OCS Blended Intro to Math will be available for Spring 2012.  Please visit our calendars for more information concerning semester timelines.  http://ncvps.org/courses/calendars/
3.  How do schools register students?

Please look back at the main NCVPS OCS Blended Learning webpage under “Registration.”
4.  What is required of schools in order to participate in the NCVPS OCS Blended Learning courses?
The NCPVS OCS Blending Learning courses require a true co-teaching experience where the f2f teacher is driving the instructional decisions while working daily with the NCVPS content teacher.  The NCVPS teacher will help the classroom teacher individualize and differentiate the instruction for each student but the NCVPS teacher does not deliver the instruction real time to the students.  The f2f teacher does this but she will have planned using the online content, her own resources, and the NCVPS teacher to determine the best way to teach the content to the students.  

Schools must be willing to participate in the courses as a blended learning program.  This means that an OCS classroom f2f teacher for each subject registered must be willing to work daily with an NCVPS content teacher.  The f2 teacher must also complete the online training as described on the main webpage.  If the f2f teacher has taught in the NCVPS OCS Blended Learning program before, no additional training is necessary although the teacher is welcome to go through the training if desired.  
This partner teaching is the most critical piece for schools to understand.  The NCVPS teacher will not be providing daily direct instruction; this responsibility rests with the classroom OCS teacher.  The online content provides archived teaching sessions that can be used, but the daily instructional decisions are driven by the classroom teacher who plans daily, through an asynchronous document, with her partner NC VPS teacher.  This concept is explained further on this webpage through the Classroom Teacher Blended Learning Training.
When schools register for the NCVPS OCS Blended Learning courses, they are agreeing to teach the courses in the Blended Learning environment.

5.  How were the NCVPS OCS Blended Learning courses created?
The NCVPS OCS Blended Learning courses were created by teams of NC teachers.  Teams included a classroom OCS teacher and an NCVPS content teacher.  Collaboratively, these teams worked to created content based on the concepts of the Universal Design for Learning (www.cast.org).   Each course was written to teach the NC Essential Standards and are now being revised to make sure that the Crosswalk to the Common Core documents are in place.  As with all NCVPS courses, courses undergo revisions every semester to strengthen the content, the student interaction, and the student engagement.
6.  How much do the NCVPS OCS Blended Learning courses cost?
Since the NCVPS OCS Blended Learning courses are NCVPS courses, they fall under the funding formula legislation.  

7.  What technology is required?  

Our NCVPS website also includes all system technology requirements:   http://www.ncvps.org/index.php/technology-requirements/
Each course will also have a list of specific URLs that are required for the interactive components of each course.  Those will be posted here:   https://docs.google.com/Doc?docid=0ASUfjGU4wbEIZHJrcXJrbl8zOXMzY3htYmNo&hl=en
Teachers will also be able to use a list of tools as they create engaging announcements and additional assignments.  This information will also be located here prior to the start of the semester:  http://www.ncvps.org/index.php/technology-requirements/
No specific textbooks are needed.
8.  Do students need daily computer access?
Students do need to be able to work directly within the content as often as determined by the partner teachers but this may not be a day-to-day requirement.  There may be instructional days where the f2f teacher is delivering whole group instruction using the online content with the entire class along with group guided practice.  There will be other days when it is time for the students to engage individually with the online practices or mastery assignments.  Computer access will vary, but students do need computer access at least several times a week.  We encourage schools to have computers available to their students daily so that the partner teachers are not limited in their planning opportunities.
9.  What are the class sizes?  

Your class sizes do not change from what you would normally do.  Class sections in Blackboard will only include the classroom OCS teacher, the partner NCVPS teacher, and their students.  No students from other schools or other subjects will be included in the class section.
10.  How are student grades completed? 
Because this is a blended program, some assignments are submitted to and graded by the NCVPS online teacher and others will be submitted to and graded by the f2f classroom teacher.  As this is also a co-teaching program, both teachers (NCVPS and f2f classroom) will have access to the grade book in Blackboard. The OCS classroom teacher will maintain the official gradebook, pulling grades from the gradebook in Blackboard as needed.  The f2f classroom teacher will be the one to enter all grades into NC Wise and turn in grade reports based on the school’s calendar.  At the beginning of the semester, one of the initial conversations the partner teachers will have will be on common grading practices so both are in agreement.  
What this means is that the classroom OCS teacher will maintain the official gradebook and will pull grades from the Blackboard course to add to her gradebook because assignments are going to both the classroom teacher and the NCVPS teachers.  No OCS student grades will appear on any NCVPS grade reports as the classroom teacher is the one who maintains her official gradebook.  The classroom teacher will do all grade reporting for NC Wise as well.  NCVPS teachers will not complete grade reports or provide grades for NC Wise.

11.  What are the upcoming NCVPS OCS Blended Learning courses?

NCVPS will develop additional OCS Blended Learning courses as possible.    All course information can be found here: 
http://www.ncvps.org/index.php/courses/catalogue/
